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High-profile lawyer in ATO's sights 
LAWYER George Defteros has 
been slugged with a $136,000 tax 
bill, according to court documents. 

The Australian Taxation Office 
has lodged a statement of claim 
with the County Court claiming Mr 
Defteros, who has represented 
some of Melbourne's most notori
ous underworld figures, has failed 
to pay tax under the office's busi
ness activity statement provision. 

Documents lodged with the court 
this week allege Mr Defteros owes 
$136,560.38 in unpaid ·taxes, plus 
further general interest charges. Mr 
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Defteros said he and his accountant 
knew nothing about the matter. 

"I don't know anything about the 
matter at all," he said. "I haven't 
been served with any document. I 
know nothing about the allegation 
from the tax department. 

"The matter will be properly in
vestigated by my accountant and 
we hope that the matter can be 
clarified as soon as practicable. 

"We have built a very successful 
legal practice over the past three 

years and we will continue to act 
properly for all our clients. If there 
is a matter outstanding with tax we 
will investigate it thoroughly and 
respond accordingly. But we have 
received no notification." 

Mr Defteros's former clients in
clude Mick Gatto, Alphonse Gan
gitano, Graham Kinniburgh, Mich
ael Marshall and Willie Thompson. 

All but Mr Gatto were executed 
in Melbourne's infamous gangland 
wars. In 2004 Mr Defteros was 
charged with conspiracy to murder 
three crime figures, including Carl 

Williams and his father, George, 
but he vigorously denied all allega
tions. 

A paid police informer known 
only as "166" testified in court that 
he had been offered $300,000 by 
Carlton Crew underboss Mario 
Condello to murder the pair, with 
Mr Defteros allegedly acting as a 
go-between. In August 2005, Vic
toria's director of public pros
ecutions withdrew the charges. 

Mr Defteros has called for a ju
dicial inquiry into Victoria Police's 
use of criminal informers. 

Fitforfamilies: Jacinta Krueger and her children, Khody, 4 , and Owen, 2, check out the new land released in Truganina South. Picture: CHRIS scon 

o 700in 
our newest 'burb 
ABOUT 250ha of land near Hop
pers Crossing in Wyndham is the 
latest suburb to be unveiled by the 
Baillieu Government. 

Planning Minister Matthew Guy 
announced on Friday he was open
ing Truganina South for residential 
development, 19km southwest of 
the CBD in an area bounded by 
Leakes and Palmers roads. 

"Approximately 90,000 people 
move to Victoria each year and this 
government is committed to doing 
all it can to accommodate this 
population growth," Mr Guy said. 

The new suburb will have 2500 
dwellings and is expected to ac
commodate up to 7000 people. 

Truganina is believed to be 
named after Truganini, the last full
blooded Tasmanian Aborigine 
thought to have lived in the area. 

Resident Jacinta Krueger, who 
lives nearby with her husband, 
Grant, ruid sons, Khody, 4, and 
Owen, 2, said Wyndham was a great 
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place to live and they welcomed the 
new development. 

"There is so much to do for a 
growing family; sporting facilities, 
great schools, space for the young 
ones to run and play and plenty of 
cafes to catch up with all the other 
young mums in the area," she said. 

"The new development will mean 
that more of our family and friends 
will be able to move here." 

Mr Guy said the Government 
planned to release 50,000 new hous
ing lots this year. In January he 
announced two new suburbs -
Greenvale North and Greenvale 
West - which will house about 7000 
people in 1570 houses on 363h~ 
about 20km from the CBD near 
Craigieburn and Roxburgh Park. 

There will also be a new 4000-lot 
suburb in Ballarat and new devel
opment sites in Coburg, Yarraville 
and Caulfield. 
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Hit with tax bill: George Oefteros. 

Heat on 
cou cil 
official 
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THE State Government is 
probing whether a Geelong 
councillor broke the law 
when she defended a family 
friend who glassed a bar 
patron in a pub fight. 
. Cr Jan Farrell, who holds 
the council' s .community 
safety portfolio, sparked out
rage when she used a council 
lett erhead in a character ref
erence for 25-year-old Tobias 
Sheehan in the Count y 
Court last month. 

Cr Farrell argued in her ca
pacity as a councillor that 
Sheehan should be spared 
jail, despite pleading guilty 
to glassing a man and push
ing a police officer. 

The Local Government In
vestigations and Com
pliance Inspectorate yester
day confirmed it was 
investigating whether Cr 
Farrell's actions breached 
the councillor conduct pro
visions of the Local Govern
ment Act. The council's pol
icy prevents letterheads 
being used to "convey a pos
ition that is contrary to that 
adopted by council". 

Sheehan was sentenced 
last month to a year in prison 
over the savage attack, which 

Investigated: Cr Jan Farrell. 

left his victim with serious in
juries. The inspectorate 
could recommend charges be 
laid against the Ocean Grove 
councillor if it finds ' she 
abused her position and, if 
convicted, she could be 
sacked from the council. 

Cr Farrell last week sur
. vived a push by other coun

cillors to strip her of the 
community safety portfolio. 

Fellow councillor Barbara 
Abley said Cr Farrell, who 
used her own vote to defeat 
the push, could face a second 
attempt in coming weeks. 

"The wider community 
has made loud it's disquiet 
and expressed great con
cerns about the issues of al
cohol fuelled-violence, and 
we as elected representa
tives must deal with these in 
a transparent, fair and re
sponsible manner," Cr 
Abley said. 

Cr Farrell said she was not 
aware of the investigation 
and refused to comment. 
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