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Melbourne's growth areas need 
urgent infrastructure investment if 
their suburbs are to be sustainable, 
local governments argue. 

Growth area councils addressed a 
Metropolitan Transport Forum's 
sustainable growth seminar last week 
to make their case for increased 
investment. 

There are six growth area munici
palities around Melbourne's fringe 
that are identified for green fields 
development. The Growth Areas 
Authority, and the current and previ
ous state governments, have been 
criticised for failing to keep up with 
outer suburban development, some of 
which are in Australia's fastest-grow
ing municipalities. 

Wyndham Council deputy mayor 
Glenn Goodfellow said the Victorian 
government had ignored its responsi
bility to provide public transport and 
arterial roads, forcing cars onto local 
roads and causing gridlock 

Located about 30 kilometres west 
of central Melbourne, Wyndham's 
suburbs include Werribee, Hoppers 
Crossing and Truganina. _ 

"There are 4500 people living in 
the Wyndham area who don't live in 
walking distance to public transport, 
they're forced to drive cars," said 
Councillor Goodfellow. 

The area was a thoroughfare to the 
western freight hubs and trucks were 
often caught up in traffic on local 
roads, he said. 

Supermarket distribution centres 
operate in Wyndham's suburbs, 
with Coles due to complete a new 
$80 million complex in Truganina in 
May. 

The Wyndham region has a growth 
rate of 7 per cent a year. It popula
tion is projected to reach 184,191 in 
June and 350,000 in the next decade. 

In Melbourne's northern suburbs, 
detailed planning that extended to 
individual property blocks had been 

II1II Melbourne's outer suburbs are in 
gridlock because of poor roads and 
inadequate public transport. 

III Development has outstripped 
infrastructure supply in many areas. 

III Councils blame state government. 

wasted, because the state government 
had not provided the infrastructure' 
needed to support that growth, 
Whittlesea Council advocacy and 
communications manager, Griff 
Davis, said. 

"Planning doesn't mean anything 
unless the government comes to the 
party," Mr Davis said. 

Whittlesea's suburbs, including 
Epping, Mill Park and south 
Morang, extend from 17 kilometres 
to about 50 kilometres north of Mel
bourne's central business district. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics 
data reveal that parts of Whittlesea 
are highly disadvantaged, which 
Mr Davis blamed on the lack of 
social and transport infrastructure. 

Developers still had faith in 
Whittlesea, he said, thanks to 
detailed infrastructure planning. 
But home buyers did not realise the 
long lead time between homes being 
built and services arriving in the area. 

"The government encourages 
growth and waxes lyrical about how 
good it is to have it, but they don't 
back it up with transport," he said. 

Growth Areas Authority chief 
executive Peter Seamer said planning 
was often criticised. But he said it 
should be acknowledged that today's 
methods had advanced beyond those 
used 15 years ago and that more 
emphasis was placed today on inte
grating transport and services. 

"Early planning is so important -
long term, there are huge savings to 
be made on infrastructure if the 
emphasis is on doing things in 
advance," Mr Seamer said. 
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